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Dear Member of the Trinity Community,  

We have quite the year in store for us.  

This recent spring and summer, vestry, staff, and I have made a commitment to you, your family 
and even to the larger community. It is one in which I hope you will join—for your sake and the 
sake of others.  

I believe Trinity is called to have and offer more of the good stuff of God. The experience of the 
peace, joy, and fulfillment to be known in communion with the Holy Spirit is not exhausted by 
Sunday morning worship or occasional service opportunities. It can be, I dare say it should be, a 
sense of being accompanied and buoyed by God’s presence most of the time. I want this for you, 
and I want more people to know it is possible.  

So, I have been asking and working with other leaders in the Trinity community to build up the 
ways we invite ourselves and others into this. This fall and beyond, we will live into renewed and 
expanded commitments in Education, Worship, and Outreach, and into letting the surrounding 
community know who we are and what we do. Here’s how: 

We begin on our Kick-off Sunday, September 6.  

1. Breakfast every Sunday – There has long been a desire for more time for fellowship, which 
we do best over food. So, starting Sept. 6, there will be a light breakfast from 9:00 – 9:30 
AM. Pancake Breakfasts will continue on Youth Sundays.  
 

2. Education for All Ages on Sundays, 9:30 AM –  

+ Adults – We are returning to a true schedule of Adult Forums, roughly alternating with 
Sundays for discussion of the day’s Scripture. On Sunday, Sept. 6, beginning at 9:30 AM 
and with Jean Arnold’s help, I will lead a forum on “Growing in Spirit,” which is our 
focus and commitment for the program year ahead. The Sept. 6 forum will be an 
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exploration of what this commitment means and an introduction to what will be offered 
in the months ahead. The schedule will also be published. We are working to arrange 
such speakers at The Rev. Kyle Evans of Episcopal Community Services, and Valerie 
Smith, President of Swarthmore College, as well as members of the congregation in 
areas of their expertise. 

+ Children and Middle School – The staggered start time of Sunday School for children 
and middle school has been hard on parents. Beginning this fall, children and middle 
school programs will start at 9:30 AM. Amy Caruso will lead teachers and students into 
a new, creative Sunday School curriculum called StoryMakers, which focuses on the 
key storylines of the bible. The shift to 9:30 AM for all ages means Sunday School will 
now be 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM. Jesse Clemmer will continue as Middle School youth group 
leader. I will take part in each class at least monthly, in addition to my involvement with 
the Youth Sundays which continue on 2nd Sundays of the month. 
 

3. Children in Worship – With Sunday School ending at 10:15 AM, children will get a break and 
then join parents in 10:30 AM worship, remaining through the Gospel Proclamation. Then, 
children will be invited join Jared Agee as a group to sing the hymn before the Gospel. After 
the Gospel Proclamation, children will then hear a brief word about it before being 
dismissed for an activity. Children will rejoin their parents for worship at the Peace.    

There is more.  

Beyond Sunday mornings for Adults, Trinity will support several new offerings:  

1. Contemporary theology discussion – Trinity member Bella Englebach will lead a group in 
discussion of a contemporary theologian or Christian writer.  
 

2. Retreats – We are focused on St. Raphaela Retreat Center as the location of a first retreat, 
to be led by one of their staff. Depending on interest, a second may follow. 
 

3. Openings – Trinity member Jared Rodrigues is planning a “curated-dinner” event oriented to 
younger people in the larger community. This will be an invitation-only event which Trinity 
will support as part of our spiritual outreach.  
 

4. A new, monthly Eucharist at Riddle Village – With a significant group of Trinity members at 
Riddle Village, it has become obvious that we should organize a monthly Eucharist at that 
location. We have Episcopal priests at Riddle Village who may be able to help, but I am 
personally committed to making this happen.   
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Inter-parish Youth and Intergenerational Activities 
I believe we are called to start moving in the direction we have envisioned for youth-oriented 
activities in outreach and intergenerational worship. We are still in search of the clergy person 
who will take up the new position of Associate Rector and Deanery Minister for Youth and 
Families; but we can begin with what we have. Trinity will take charge of one event this fall, and I 
have asked two other parishes in the deanery to follow with two other events. In the meantime, we 
have new applicants for the position, and the search team will continue its process. 

Letting the World Know 
The Gospel is a great light for a world that struggles with darkness. Without the apostles and 
subsequent generations of faithful followers, there would be no Church today. And we are not 
meant to hide our light under a bushel. 

So, this fall I am asking your vestry to commit to expanding the ways we share what Trinity is 
about. I hope you will soon notice this, through social media, in print, and in signage. Please think 
about how you can be part! Share what you are involved in yourself and what you think your 
friends might like. Tell parents about our new commitments to children and youth. Share your 
light and love, and let others know that Trinity is part of who you are. 

+ + + 

As I hope you can tell from the above, the commitments outlined above follow in the spirit of what 
we as a parish discerned over the past two years: 1) Renovating Trinity House, and 2) Calling a 
part-time Associate Rector for Youth and Family ministries.  

But these commitments go further. They are for all of us and for people in our larger communities 
who would be blessed through them.  

Church calls us all out of spiritual and social isolation into God’s light. As we Grow in Spirit this 
fall and beyond, let’s share the light God offers and has given us.  

 

Yours in Christ’s peace and love, 

 

http://www.trinity-swarthmore.org/

